This Week at HOPE December 4, 2024

rn THe BEGINNING

ADVENT REMINDERS FOR NEW SSASON/S
Sundays in December

| hope you have enjoyed delving into our 2024 Advent series so far! This week we
dwell in the reality that each one of us is a blessing. We heard “you are a bless-
ing” numerous times on Sunday and you’ve continued to hear them if you’ve been
enjoying our Advent devotionals (still available for pick-up on table in sanctuary!).
Please see |last week’s newsletter for more information about the theme.

As I've met with a few groups this week, I've shared the following poem dur-
ing our devotion time. I've asked this question:

How does it make you feel when I tell you that “you are a blessing?”

Does it make you feel weird?
Confused?
Unsure?
Comforted?
Peaceful?j

Upon further discussion we began discussing the etymology of the word,
“blessing” and | shared that the Biblical Hebrew word for blessing, J1aor
“berakah (pronounced ber-ah-KHA) shares the same root as for the word, “knee,”
Taor berekh, (pronounced “ber-ech.” This sparks the image of dropping to one's
knee to receive a blessing. It is an act of humility. In fact, when | hear “you are a
blessing” it feels very humbling to me. If you remember in the story of the Angel
Gabiriel’s visit to Mary she responds, “How can this be?” and | suppose | feel simi-
larly when | hear these words.
How can this be, that me with all my faults and imperfections and imposter
syndrome could possible be blessed by God?
And yet, that is precisely what we all are. For if | can acknowledge that | am a
blessing, then | also must acknowledge that so is every other person | encounter.
Yes, every other person.
We are named, claimed, and blessed by God to share in Christ’s very ministry of
bringing about the very Kingdom of God.
Holy and humbling work, indeed.

If you have not alrelady done so, please make sure to pick up the following on
the front table in the sanctuary in order to enhance your Advent journey:
1. A beautiful, full-color Advent devotional specific to this year’s theme

2. An advent calendar fit for individuals, families with children, or couples

3. An advent photo challenge grid so you can share your Advent journey with
those in your social circles, and perhaps invite them in for the season!

You, beloved, are blessings. May you feel a sure sign of God’s blessig on you this
week and always,

In humble service,

Pastor Annie


https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/this-week-at-hope/
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MIDWEEK ADVENT

V The First Sunday of Advent | WORDS FOR THE BEGINNING

PN YOU ARE A BLESSING
JOY AND (ELEBRATION

You are a blessing.

If you hear nothing else,

if the wind howls,

if your brain runs amok,

if rebuttals and denials line up like little toy soldiers,
then hear this—

you are a blessing.

| knew it the first moment | met you / heard your name / learned there are 7 billion of us
on this planet.

| knew it in my bones,

the way my feet know the way home.

You are a blessing.

For our creating God

breathed life into your being.
And there is simply no way that,
along with that life,

some of God's goodness

didn’t slip right in.

So tell the rebuttals to rest.

Tell the toy soldiers to find another hill,

because this one is reserved for joy and celebration.
You are a blessing.

Breathe it in.

Poem by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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THIS SUNDAY WE NEED:
USHERS AND ALTAR FLOWERS
IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE
SIGN UP HERE!

MIDWEEK ADVENT



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
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More fun pictures from the Advent Fa
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HOPEbLutheran Church, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave, River Falls, Wi
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Monday Dec. 16,630 pm &
@ Rush River Brewery
W . .
Everyone is welcome! fedp
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Lefse Day

You don’t have to be Norwegian to spend a morning at HOPE
making lefse. Please join us on Saturday, December 14th
10:30. Bring your own lefse dough, one quart ziploc type bags,
griddle, turning stick etc. The tasty lefse will be sold during fel-
lowship time on December 15th

e

Baked goods and holiday treats are needed for HOPE’s Bake Sale on Sunday,
December 15th. Proceeds from your lefse, cookies, bars, breads, pies, cakes,
snacks, candy etc. will be donated to the River Falls Backpack Program. Re-
member to bring your checkbook or cash so you can go home with some deli-
cious homemade goodies.

Christmas Bake Sale

Please price your baked goodies before the sale!
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CHRISTMAS TREAT LEFTOVER PALOOZA
COFFEE HOUR
DECEMBER 29, 2024

As part of our “Lessons and Laughter” service on Sunday, December 29th,
we plan to continue the fun during coffee hour!

We know that many of us will still have plenty of Christmas treats leftover,
or maybe even things we were given that we couldn’t possibly eat all on
our own!

Everyone is invited to bring any small treats to coffee hour that day to
share! NO OBLIGATION! We hope to see you there!
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FOR THe BEGINNING

ADVENT REMINDERS FOR NEW SJSASON/J
Sundays in December

Advent Project Theme is “Words for the Beginning”

A Giving Tree with ornaments listing items for two families from Turning
Point with gifts they would like for Christmas will be the main project.

Gift cards to Target/Walmart need to be received at church by December
8th so that the older youth can go and shop for the gifts.

Gas cards are also needed. Darcy Boock has $25 and $50 Kwik Trip gas
cards that can be purchased from her that will also benefit Our Neighbors
Place.

ltems that will be purchased by members of the congregation (who have
taken an ornament with an item listed on it) need to be received at church
no later than December 15th. All gifts need to be unwrapped and will be
delivered to Turning Point on December 16th.

There will also be items on the tree that can be purchased throughout the
duration of Advent to be collected for Turning Point and Our Neighbors
Place
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Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places??
Public HOPE Facebook Page

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing

Private HOPE Facebook Group

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns,
and living out our faith together
Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date!
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_ADVENT ReMINDeRI FOR New JeASON/S
- Sundays in December



https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/
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CONFIRMATION & HIGH
SCHOOL YOUTH

SHOPPING FOR
TURNINGPOINT!

Join us for as we complete shopping for gifts for
our 2 adopted Turningpoint Families!
Check your email/link below
for a poll on when you can go!

B EDUCATION & MISSION MINISTRY PARTNERSHIP

DOODLE POLL FOR TURNINGPOINT SHOPPING

YOUTH ARE ACCEPTING $25/$50 GIFT CARDS TO
WAL-MART AND TARGET TO COMPLETE SHOPPING
FOR FAMILIES, DUE DEC. 8!



https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/avRl8K8a
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FR THe BEGINNING

ADVENT REMINDERS FOR NEW SJEASON/J
Sundays in December

Join us for a FREE drive through

Living fatiity  *

December 7&8 from 5-7pm each night

Qur z%mfz‘ms gift to you! Drive through scenes with actors and live
animals That depict the events of Jesus’ birth. i
*

First Covenant Church Across from Kwik Trip
1374 N. Main Street Enter from Quarry Road
River Falls, WI rfcov.org
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SPANISH LANGUAGE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Saturday, December 22nd
2:30PM
First Covenant Church
1374 N Main St, River Falls WI 54022
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12/8/2024

1:00PM -3:00PM

JOURNEY HOUSE

143 E. Cascade Avenue
River Falls, WI 54022
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ELCA Truth & Healing Movement Opportunities!

Last November, Rev. Sara Bishop, NWSWI Synod Advocate for Right Rela-
tionship, joined us for an Indigenous People’s service and learning opportunity on a
synod resolution for Land Acknowledgements. Since then we have been studying
and learning more from our indigenous siblings. We have read and discussed An
Indigenous People’s History of the United States, have learned more about the Doc-
trine of Discovery and the ELCA’s repudiation of it, and broadened our conversation
to wider civic life and faith concerns as we explore how our past informs our pre-
sent. All of these efforts are in line with the ELCA’s wider work, “The Truth and Heal-
ing Movement,” which serves to put legs onto our official repudiation statement.

This fall there have been a number of opportunities for further exploration, learning,
repentance, hope, and looking toward a more just future together. As we move into

the winter, opportunities continue to be available on the ELCA’s Truth and Healing
Movement website! Make sure to check back often to continue to challenge your

understanding and grow in your love of our native siblings.

Our next upcoming opportunity will be on January 19, 2025 when you are in-
vited to join Pastor Annie for a discussion on Custer Died for Your Sins: An Indian
Manifesto by Vine Deloria Jr. (Standing Rock Sioux). This book has been commend-
ed to us through the ELCA’s Truth and Healing Movement’s new Reading Circle.
This is an opportunity for us to participate in a much wider conversation across the
ELCA in its many expressions. This will be the second book written by an indige-
nous author that we will explore together in Christian community here at HOPE.

This author brings with him a theological perspective, having graduated from one of
our ELCA Seminaries, Lutheran School of Theology.


https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ministries-of-Diverse-Cultures-and-Communities/Indigenous-Ministries-and-Tribal-Relations/Truth-and-Healing-Movement
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ministries-of-Diverse-Cultures-and-Communities/Indigenous-Ministries-and-Tribal-Relations/Truth-and-Healing-Movement
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Faith Adventures, & Confirmation Ministries

WEDNESDAYS 5:45-7:15!
Fall Session: September 18th-November 20th

Fall session ends with our cross-gen Advent Fair on November 20th!

THIS DECEMBER:
All WOH families are invited to join the wider HOPE congregation for our mid-
week Advent meal & worship services:
Dec. 4, 11, & 18th
5:45:Meal
6:15: Holden Evening Worship

Winter Session: January 8th-February 26th

Exploring: New Testament stories, Parts of Worship, Souper Bowl,
and BINGO

All K-10+ children and youth are encouraged to register and attend!
Friends are always welcome!
3 Sessions throughout the year:
Spring Session: April 30-May 21
MEALS NOW PROVIDED EVERY WEEK!

Click below for more info & to register:

2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION



https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
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@EDNESDAVS OF HOPE

TEACHERS
NEEDED

TEACHER SIGN UP HERE

WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE MEAL HOSTS NEEDED!
SIGN UP HERE AT THIS NEW LINK!

This year we would like to provide a SIMPLE, kid-friendly meal each
Wednesday evening for our Wednesdays of HOPE ministry. This helps
families participate in our ministry with one less thing to worry about on a
busy weeknight, helps our youth and mentors connect over a meal, and
provides an opportunity for other HOPE adults to engage with our children
and youth!

Meals need to be ready at 5:45 and we expect to serve 15-20 people total.
Free Will donations will be collected to offset expenses. Donations of mon-
ey for pizza nights are also being accepted.

Please prayerfully consider if you/your ministry team would like to host a
meal this year! Fall session is currently our biggest need!


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZcTiC8iTNDeYjuZrbVDQix1lf461WmAGmQsTlzwahl8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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dPrayer Requests

Please lift up the following people in prayer
Steve and Diane Meyer

Ethan Sailer (Family Friend of Faye Perkins)

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson)
Ellen Roose

Andy Haugen (Relative of Ellen Roose)

Derrek Lettich (Relative of Karen Brohaugh)

The Family of Teresa Jonas (Friend of Kay & Bill Montgomery)
Connie Juaire

Scott Ulring (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald)

John Cain (Family friend of Olive Olson)

Robb Scott

The Family of Woody Fangmeier (Friends of Jeff & Karen Rodewald)
Family of Kermit Paulson

Marcus Stack (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste)

Jeremy Martinson (Brother-in-Law to Elise Forward)
Family of Teajai Schmidt (relative of the Boocks)

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald)

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren)

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family)

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters)

Ed and Gwen Paulson

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson)

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James)

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins)

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney)

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson)

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan)

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Hannah Forward

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece)

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock)

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi)

Gary Siebold

David Hendrickson
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December Baptisms
Phillip Klacan -
Sawyer Filarsky '
Pastor Annie Ladnier =
Eden Ladnier

Heathley Neuhaus

Piper Rodewald
December Birthdays
Alexis Rehbein 3-Dec
Dale Bohnert 5-Dec
Mark Bondhus 5-Dec
James James 11-Dec
Susan Schuettpelz 11-Dec
Luke Filarsky 15-Dec
Sara Filarsky 15-Dec
Karen Hamilton 17-Dec
Grete Rehbein 17-Dec
Jason Neuhaus 20-Dec
Bruce Schuettpelz 22-Dec
Gary Siebold 26-Dec
Alyssa Boock 27-Dec
Noelle James 27-Dec
Cameron Leitch 27-Dec
Ella Wolfe 29-Dec
Hazel Ladnier 30-Dec
€C€MBFCI§
Years to
December Anniversaries Date Celebrate
Edward & Gwen Paulson 26-Dec 59
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Call for
volunteers

BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY'S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

: SIGN UP ONLINE
I!op[ OR ON SUNDAYS
m:.‘

LUTHER

C |

All are invited & needed
to participate in the leading of worship!
Please prayerfully consider sharing y
our time and talents!

SIGN UP HERE

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide

' JOIN US FOR ':':E
COFFEE &
CONVERSATION

NOW ON
MONDAYS

10:00AM EVERY MONDAY
ON ZOOM

All are invited to join Pastor Annie for this weekly
small group conversation and Bible study!
This is a great chance to grow in relationship
with God and one another.
Discussion time includes group check-in, opening meditation, and study
of the week'’s worship texts.

We meet via Zoom so all can join from wherever you are!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/884191550617
pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCKOpPMDNtbHczZz09



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09

