
This Week at HOPE September 25, 2024 

A Reading from “Our Relationship with Creation” by Br. Keith Nelson, SSJE 

Br. Keith Nelson was raised Baptist, studied at Kenyon College and Harvard Divini-
ty School, and practiced Buddhist meditation before life professing as an Episcopal 
monastic with the Society of St. John the Evangelist in 2019. 
 

“When we violate, abuse, exploit, or even simply ignore non-human creatures, we 
are rejecting a core dimension of our humanity and of God’s calling for us. We are  
crucifying the earth. We are interrupting, speaking over, or bickering with God’s 
gentle language of love, in which each creature is like a syllable of the living Word. 
Each creature is an instance of Divine Gift, God’s gift to Godself, the love language 
of the Trinity. We believe God became a Creature in Jesus Christ and redeemed 
Creation from the inside out so that we creatures can participate directly in this infi-
nite pattern of God’s giving-and-receiving.” 
 

A Reading from This Here Flesh: Spirituality, Liberation, and the Stories that 
Make Us, by Cole Arthur Riley 

Cole Arthur Riley is the creator of Black Liturgies, a space where Black words of 
dignity, lament, rage, and rest, are curated and integrated with a liberating spiritual-
ity. An excellent collection of prayers, poems, and meditations was published under 
this title in  
2024. She serves as the content and spiritual formation manager for Chesterton 
House: A Center for Christian Studies at Cornell University. 

 “Have you ever stood in the presence of a tree and listened to the wind pass 
through its leaves? The roots and body stand defiant and unmoved. But listen. The 
branches stretch out their tongues and whisper shhhhh. 

Trees make symphonies without their trunks ever moving, almost as if the 
stillness of their centers amplifies their sound. The tree may appear still, but if you 
look  
closer, you’ll see that each leaf flails with breath. The tree may seem alone, but 
plow deep and you’ll unearth its secret gnarled roots—the grotesque and the beau-
tiful— 

 creeping in the soil, reaching toward the ancestors. 
Thomas Merton said, “No writing on the solitary, meditative dimensions of life 

can say anything that has not already been said better by the wind in the pine 
trees.” I  
hold this close.” 
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ELCA Truth & Healing Movement Opportunities! 
 

Last November, Rev. Sara Bishop, NWSWI Synod Advocate for Right Rela-
tionship, joined us for an Indigenous People’s service and learning opportunity on 
a synod resolution for Land Acknowledgements. Since then we have been studying 
and learning more from our indigenous siblings. We have read and discussed An 
Indigenous People’s History of the United States, have learned more about the 
Doctrine of Discovery and the ELCA’s repudiation of it, and broadened our conver-
sation to wider civic life and faith concerns as we explore how our past informs our 
present. All of these efforts are in line with the ELCA’s wider work, “The Truth and 
Healing Movement,” which serves to put legs onto our official repudiation state-
ment.  
This fall there are a number of opportunities for further exploration, learning, re-
pentance, and hope. Book studies, online presentations, classes and even a sym-
posium are at your disposal through the ELCA’s Truth and Healing Movement 
website!  

Mark your calendars for these upcoming opportunities and learn more at the 
link above: 

1. GOING ON NOW: Reading Circle on Custer Died for Your Sins by Vine Deloria 
Jr.* (Standing Rock Sioux) HOPE ADULT FORUM ON THIS BOOK SUNDAY, 
NOV. 17! 

 
2. Thursday, October 10, 2-4PM: Online Class “Indian 101” 
 
3. Thursday, October 24, 2-4PM: Online Class “Indigenous Thought and Theology” 
 
4. Sunday, November 10, 7-8:30PM: Presentation “Toward Truth and Healing: 

How Churches Face Accountability for their Indian Boarding Schools” 
 
5. November 18-19th: Vine Deloria Jr. Theological Symposium*- ONLINE AC-

CESS AVAILABLE 
 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ministries-of-Diverse-Cultures-and-Communities/Indigenous-Ministries-and-Tribal-Relations/Truth-and-Healing-Movement
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ministries-of-Diverse-Cultures-and-Communities/Indigenous-Ministries-and-Tribal-Relations/Truth-and-Healing-Movement
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UPCOMING NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
 

Pastor Annie and Congregational Life & Membership Ministry are currently 
coordinating our next “New Member Sunday” for November.  

Exact date TBD by new members! 
If you or someone you know is interested in officially becoming a member of 
HOPE, please contact Pastor Annie at hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com by 
October 27, 2024 

mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
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WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE MEAL HOSTS NEEDED! 
 

SIGN UP HERE AT THIS NEW LINK! 

 

This year we would like to provide a SIMPLE, kid-friendly meal each 
Wednesday evening for our Wednesdays of HOPE ministry. This 
helps families participate in our ministry with one less thing to worry 
about on a busy weeknight, helps our youth and mentors connect 
over a meal, and provides an opportunity for other HOPE adults to 
engage with our children and youth!  
 

Meals need to be ready at 5:45 and we expect to serve 15-20 people 
total. Free Will donations will be collected to offset expenses. Dona-
tions of money for pizza nights are also being accepted.  
 

Please prayerfully consider if you/your ministry team would like to 
host a meal this year! Fall session is currently our biggest need!  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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CANDY/PRIZE DONATIONS & TRUNK HOSTS NEEDED! 
 

TRUNK HOST SIGN-UP 

 

Each year HOPE gives out a welcome back as part of the event! 
We are collecting candy/prize donations to be included in our welcome bag! 

Please bring all donations to HOPE by Sunday, October 20th. 

A bin is located in the sanctuary. 

This Week at HOPE September 25,  2024 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16rX7hmlfcA_3o6VkUXiDbOWWwFyObIha-LSmdEbIl-Y/edit?usp=sharing
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Wednesdays of HOPE resumes September 11th!  

Family Orientation TONIGHT September 18th! 

 

All K-10+ children and youth are encouraged to register! 
3 Sessions throughout the year (Fall, Winter, Spring) 

New Time! Wednesday evenings 5:45-7:15PM  
MEALS NOW PROVIDED EVERY WEEK!  

Click below for more info & to register: 

2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION 

 

The 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering lifted up ELCA World Hunger as its partner. 
They are still collecting donation to meet their project goal! 

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE AND TO DONATE!  

Make sure to list Hope Lutheran Church as your congregation! 

https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
https://elca.org/genzerohunger?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=081524_googleseeds&utm_content=081524+Seeds
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Civic Life & Faith Engagement Next Steps 

Thank you to all who participated in our summer series of “Civic Life and 
Faith” conversations. We had faithful conversation surrounding right relation-
ships with our indigenous neighbors, including better understanding of the 
Doctrine of Discovery and the importance of its repudiation, and the invitation 
from the ELCA to review the Draft Social Statement on Civic Life and Faith.  

Your opportunity to provide feedback ends on September 30, 2024. You can 
find the survey HERE. 

3 additional opportunities this fall to expand our understanding of civic life and 
faith: 

1. LAST SUNDAY: We hosted a conversation with Quinn Rowe, Federal Clean Ener-
gy Campaign Manager. Quinn shared about his work with Wisconsin Conservation 
Voters and provided helpful information about the Affordable Clean Energy Plan 
and its opportunities for homeowners and renters in Wisconsin. You can learn more 
at the following sites: 

 Focus On Energy 
 Wisconsin Conservation Voters 

 
2. Adult Forum on Christian Nationalism- we will watch a video and discuss together 

on Sunday, October 6, 10:45AM 
 
3. Presentation and discussion with Rev. Cindy Crane, Director of the Lutheran Office 

of Public Policy in WI on Sunday, October 20th.  
 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ministries-of-Diverse-Cultures-and-Communities/Indigenous-Ministries-and-Tribal-Relations/Repudiation
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Civic_Life_and_Faith_Draft.pdf?_ga=2.98277276.2099089247.1724183347-1738513019.1708645808
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCTT8ZV
https://focusonenergy.com/
https://conservationvoters.org/
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

All are invited to join Pastor Annie for this weekly  
small group conversation and Bible study!  

This is a great chance to grow in relationship  
with God and one another.  

Discussion time includes group check-in, opening meditation, 
and study of the week’s worship texts. 

We meet via Zoom so all can join from wherever you are!  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?

pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09


This Week at HOPE September 25, 2024 

Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Connie Juaire 

Scott Ulring (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

John Cain (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Robb Scott 

The Family of Joyce Kendall (Mother of Cara Getschel) 

Teresa Jonas (Friend of Kay & Bill Montgomery) 

Brad Hermann (Friend of Pastor Annie) 

Jerry Sather Family (Brother of Karen Hamilton) 

The Family of Woody Fangmeier (Friends of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Family of Kermit Paulson 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Jeremy Martinson (Brother-in-Law to Elise Forward) 

Family of Teajai Schmidt (relative of the Boocks) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Karen Hamilton 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

John Weller (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Dave and Deb Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Phyllis and Tom Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Amanda Olson (daughter of Olive Olson) 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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September Anniversaries

Celebrating 

Years

Keith & Cara Getschel 16-Sep 35

Tyson & Wendy Tokheim 23-Sep 24

James & Debra James 27-Sep 22

September Baptisms

Brynn Leitch

Nancy Sailer

Vicki Siebold

Dale Wegleitner

September Birthdays

Sarah Bondhus 3-Sep

Zachary Heinselman 6-Sep

Mariah Sandberg 8-Sep

Keri Jiskra 8-Sep

Dale Wegleitner 8-Sep

Jane Terkelsen 10-Sep

Jeff Rodewald 12-Sep

Isaac Hansen 20-Sep

Dan Rodewald 27-Sep

Morgan Porten 29-Sep

McKenna Brill 30-Sep

Vicki Siebold 30-Sep
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