
This Week at HOPE September 18, 2024 

Each year from September 1 to October 4, the Christian family unites for this 
worldwide celebration of prayer and action to protect our common home. It is a 
special season where we celebrate God as Creator and acknowledge Creation as 
the divine continuing act that summons us as collaborators to love and care for the 
gift of all that is created. As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a 
common call to care for Creation. We are co-creatures and part of all that God has 
made. Our well-being is interwoven with the well-being of the Earth. 

This year, the theme for the season is “To hope and act with Creation”. As 
people of faith we are called to lift the hope inspired by our faith, the hope of the 
resurrection. This is not a hope without action but one embodied in concrete ac-
tions of prayer and preaching, service and solidarity.  

Here at HOPE we began our celebration on September 8 with a Noisy Offer-
ing to help purchase renewable energy blocks! So far we have raised nearly $500, 
helping maintain our status of being 100% renewable AND helping to cover the re-
newable energy expenses of about 12 homes in our community! HOPE’s Green 
Team will accept donations through the month. Last week we celebrated all the 
ways God has helped us discover and implement ways of growing more sustaina-
ble as a congregation. Check out the “Green with HOPE” time spiral in the sanctu-
ary to learn more about what we’ve done together and feel free to drop off a sug-
gestion in the box about how else you would like us to live into our care for God’s 
creation.  

This week we welcome Mr. Quinn Rowe, Federal Clean Energy Campaign 
Manager. Quinn will share about his work with Wisconsin Conservation Voters and 
provide helpful information about the Affordable Clean Energy Plan and the oppor-
tunities it may provide. This is a non-partisan presentation meant to help keep us 
informed as faithful people engaged in a civic world. We look forward to a great 
conversation!  
Finally, next Sunday you are invited to bring in used, but clean towels and sheets 
for Coco’s Heart Animal Rescue as we consider the ways we care for other crea-
tures in this season. You are also invited to bring in a picture of your family pet/
animals for a special blessing during worship.  

As we continue our exploration and celebration of this special ecumenical 
season, I share with you this reflection: 

A Reading attributed to Meister Eckhart (1260-1328) 
Apprehend God in all things,  
for God is in all things.  
Every single creature is full of God,  
and is a book about God.  
Every creature is a word of God.  
If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature—  
even a caterpillar—  
I would never have to prepare a sermon,   
so full of God   
is every creature.  
 
Johannes Eckhart (c. 1260 – c. 1328) was a German Catholic theologian, philosopher and mystic well 
known for his work with pious lay groups such as the Friends of God. He has acquired a status as a 
great mystic within contemporary popular spirituality, as well as  
considerable interest from scholars situating him within the medieval scholastic and philosophical tradi-

https://www.cocosheartdogrescue.org/
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RIVER FALLS PACKING EVENT SEPTEMBER 11-12, 2024! 

2 Groups from HOPE had a great time joining the River Falls community for this 
event! 

Together we helped pack over 64,000 meals during our sessions! 
DONATIONS ARE STILL BEING ACCEPTED TO COVER THE PROJECT COSTS 

(please insert code 2409–180E when applicable) 

DIRECT LINK TO DONATE TO THE RIVER FALLS PACKING EVENT 

 

https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2409-180ea-river-falls-wi-river-falls-feed-my-starving-children-community/c569680
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The school year is back in session and Journey House has a new pro-
gram to kick things off! This year, Journey House will be starting The Cof-
fee Stop. The Coffee Stop provides students with a place to study or relax 
while they enjoy some free coffee. The Coffee Stop will be open on Tues-
days 11:00-1:00, Wednesdays 10:30-1:30, and Thursdays 10:30-5:30. 
 
We’re looking for volunteers to help engage with the students, do dishes, 
and brew coffee. If you are interested in volunteering, please reach out to 
Emma Esanbock at emma@spiritofgracerf.org. For more information, vis-
it https://journeyhousecampusministry.org/events/ 
 

 

Journey House 

mailto:emma@spiritofgracerf.org
https://journeyhousecampusministry.org/events/


CANDY/PRIZE DONATIONS & TRUNK HOSTS NEEDED! 
 

TRUNK HOST SIGN-UP 

 

Each year HOPE gives out a welcome back as part of the event! 
We are collecting candy/prize donations to be included in our welcome bag! 

Please bring all donations to HOPE by Sunday, October 20th. 

A bin is located in the sanctuary. 

 

UPCOMING NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
 

Pastor Annie and Congregational Life & Membership Ministry are current-
ly coordinating our next “New Member Sunday” for November.  
If you or someone you know is interested in officially becoming a member 
of HOPE, please contact Pastor Annie at hopelutheranpas-
tor.rf@gmail.com by October 27, 2024. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/16rX7hmlfcA_3o6VkUXiDbOWWwFyObIha-LSmdEbIl-Y/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com


This Week at HOPE September 18, 2024 

Wednesdays of HOPE resumes September 11th!  

Family Orientation TONIGHT September 18th! 

 

All K-10+ children and youth are encouraged to register! 
3 Sessions throughout the year (Fall, Winter, Spring) 

New Time! Wednesday evenings 5:45-7:15PM  
MEALS NOW PROVIDED EVERY WEEK!  

Click below for more info & to register: 

2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION 

 

The 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering lifted up ELCA World Hunger as its partner. 
They are still collecting donation to meet their project goal! 

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE AND TO DONATE!  

Make sure to list Hope Lutheran Church as your congregation! 

https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
https://elca.org/genzerohunger?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=081524_googleseeds&utm_content=081524+Seeds
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WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE MEAL HOSTS NEEDED! 

SIGN UP HERE 

This year we would like to provide a SIMPLE, kid-friendly meal each 
Wednesday evening for our Wednesdays of HOPE ministry. This 
helps families participate in our ministry with one less thing to worry 
about on a busy weeknight, helps our youth and mentors connect 
over a meal, and provides an opportunity for other HOPE adults to 
engage with our children and youth!  
 

Meals need to be ready at 5:45 and we expect to serve 15-20 people 
total. Free Will donations will be collected to offset expenses. Dona-
tions of money for pizza nights are also being accepted.  
 

Please prayerfully consider if you/your ministry team would like to 
host a meal this year! Fall session is currently our biggest need!  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WzldcfhxTlBjIUCJlZTvPocV9RpiGxe_spH4Pi3hmn8/edit?usp=sharing
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Civic Life & Faith Engagement Next Steps 

Thank you to all who participated in our summer series of “Civic Life and Faith” conversations. 
We had faithful conversation surrounding right relationships with our indigenous neighbors, in-
cluding better understanding of the Doctrine of Discovery and the importance of its repudiation, 
and the invitation from the ELCA to review the Draft Social Statement on Civic Life and Faith.  

Your opportunity to provide feedback ends on September 30, 2024. You can find the survey 
HERE. 

Many have expressed a curiosity about how our ELCA Lutheran identity and theology shapes 
our civic engagement. United Lutheran Seminary has put together an excellent set of re-
sources for this, titled, “What Does It Mean to Be Lutheran in a Crucial Election Year?” While 
the first session has passed, there are still 5 sessions remaining. Please see the flier infor-
mation below for registration information.  

3 additional opportunities this fall to expand our understanding of civic life and faith: 

1. A conversation with Quinn Rowe, Federal Clean Energy Campaign Manager. Quinn will share 
about his work with Wisconsin Conservation Voters and provide helpful information about the Af-
fordable Clean Energy Plan and its impact on Sunday, September 22nd. Mission moment and 
Adult Forum presentation will take place. 

 
2. Adult Forum on Christian Nationalism- we will watch a video and discuss together on Sunday, 

October 6, 10:45AM 
 
3. Presentation and discussion with Rev. Cindy Crane, Director of the Lutheran Office of Public Pol-

icy in WI on Sunday, October 20th.  
 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ministries-of-Diverse-Cultures-and-Communities/Indigenous-Ministries-and-Tribal-Relations/Repudiation
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Civic_Life_and_Faith_Draft.pdf?_ga=2.98277276.2099089247.1724183347-1738513019.1708645808
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCTT8ZV
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCTT8ZV
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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All are invited to join Pastor Annie for this weekly  
small group conversation and Bible study!  

This is a great chance to grow in relationship  
with God and one another.  

Discussion time includes group check-in, opening meditation, 
and study of the week’s worship texts. 

We meet via Zoom so all can join from wherever you are!  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?

pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 
Scott Ulring (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

John Cain (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Robb Scott 

The Family of Joyce Kendall (Mother of Cara Getschel) 

The Family of Teresa Jonas (Friend of Kay & Bill Montgomery) 
 

Brad Hermann (Friend of Pastor Annie) 
 

Jerry Sather Family (Brother of Karen Hamilton) 
 

The Family of Woody Fangmeier (Friends of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 
 

Family of Kermit Paulson 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Janet Cudd (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Jeremy Martinson (Brother-in-Law to Elise Forward) 

Family of Teajai Schmidt (relative of the Boocks) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Karen Hamilton 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

John Weller (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Dave and Deb Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Phyllis and Tom Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Amanda Olson (daughter of Olive Olson) 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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September Anniversaries

Celebrating 

Years

Keith & Cara Getschel 16-Sep 35

Tyson & Wendy Tokheim 23-Sep 24

James & Debra James 27-Sep 22

September Baptisms

Brynn Leitch

Nancy Sailer

Vicki Siebold

Dale Wegleitner

September Birthdays

Sarah Bondhus 3-Sep

Zachary Heinselman 6-Sep

Mariah Sandberg 8-Sep

Keri Jiskra 8-Sep

Dale Wegleitner 8-Sep

Jane Terkelsen 10-Sep

Jeff Rodewald 12-Sep

Isaac Hansen 20-Sep

Dan Rodewald 27-Sep

Morgan Porten 29-Sep

McKenna Brill 30-Sep

Vicki Siebold 30-Sep


