
This Week at HOPE August 21, 2024 

Bless the Teachers 
This morning I had the honor and blessing of serving as a table host for the 
2024 River Falls Chamber New Teacher Breakfast. I was joined by four new 
teachers who will be working at Rocky Branch Elementary this school year. 
Each of them come with experience and they will be working with Kindergar-
ten and Special Needs children. Above is a picture of all those who gathered 
(it’s a fun game of “where’s Pastor Annie?!?).  
 
Join me in lifting them, and all educators, administrators, and para profes-
sionals returning to classrooms either this week or next in prayer: 
 
God of wisdom, 
Your Son came among us as a teacher.  
Send your blessing on all who are engaged in the work of education:  
give them clearness of vision and freshness of thought,  
and enable them so to train the hearts and minds of their students  
that they may grow in wisdom and be prepared to face the challenges of life. 
 
God of Mercy, 
We commend to you the gracious care and keeping of all of our teachers. 
Grant them safety in their classrooms, that they would be able to focus on 
the gift of teaching, rather than the threat of violence. Grant them a sense of 
your abiding presence throughout the year ahead and bring them success in 
their endeavors. 
 
We pray your special blessing on: Kristen Bernard, Angela Bohnhert, Ryan 
Brill, Debra James, Stacia Johnson, Hallie Neuhaus, Ian and Morgan Por-
ten, Carl Warren, Traci Wolfe, and all others connected to HOPE, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
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Civic Life & Faith Engagement Next Steps 

Thank you to all who participated in our summer series of “Civic Life and Faith” conversations. 
We had faithful conversation surrounding right relationships with our indigenous neighbors, in-
cluding better understanding of the Doctrine of Discovery and the importance of its repudiation, 
and the invitation from the ELCA to review the Draft Social Statement on Civic Life and Faith.  

Your opportunity to provide feedback ends on September 30, 2024. You can find the survey 
HERE. 

Many have expressed a curiosity about how our ELCA Lutheran identity and theology shapes 
our civic engagement. United Lutheran Seminary has put together an excellent set of re-
sources for this, titled, “What Does It Mean to Be Lutheran in a Crucial Election Year?” While 
the first session has passed, there are still 5 sessions remaining. Please see the flier infor-
mation below for registration information.  
 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ministries-of-Diverse-Cultures-and-Communities/Indigenous-Ministries-and-Tribal-Relations/Repudiation
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Civic_Life_and_Faith_Draft.pdf?_ga=2.98277276.2099089247.1724183347-1738513019.1708645808
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCTT8ZV
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCTT8ZV
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3 additional opportunities this fall to expand our under-
standing of civic life and faith: 
 

1. A conversation with Quinn Rowe, Federal Clean Energy Campaign 
Manager. Quinn will share about his work with Wisconsin Conserva-
tion Voters and provide helpful information about the Affordable Clean 
Energy Plan and its impact (date TBD, during Season of Creation) 

 
2. Adult Forum on Christian Nationalism- we will watch a video and dis-

cuss together on Sunday, October 6, 10:45AM 
 
3. Presentation and discussion with Rev. Cindy Crane, Director of the 

Lutheran Office of Public Policy in WI on Sunday, October 20th.  
 



Join us on Sunday, September 8 for our annual  
God’s Work, Our Hands Kick-Off Sunday!  

Project details TBA 

Please bring a POTLUCK side item or dessert for our meal together that day!  
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Join us on Sunday, September 1 for a special back to school blessing! 

Bring a backpack, laptop, planner, etc to be blessed! 

All participants will receive a special gift 
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Wednesdays of HOPE resumes September 11th!  
All K-10+ children and youth are encouraged to register! 

3 Sessions throughout the year (Fall, Winter, Spring) 
Wednesday evenings 5:45-7:15PM (NEW TIME) 

Click below for more info & to register: 
2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION 

Children’s Musical Show Performance THIS Thursday 

Aug. 22nd  

6:30PM @ First Congregational Church 

Starring our very own: 

Lily Brill and Cameron Leitch 

The performance is open to all!  
6:30: a $6.00 family-friendly meal* 

7:00(ish) Performance 

reservations needed for dinner—just call the church office (715) 425-2052 

https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
https://www.google.com/search?q=first+congregational+river+falls&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1097US1097&oq=first+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgAECMYJxjjAjIJCAAQIxgnGOMCMg8IARAuGCcYrwEYxwEYjgUyBggCEEUYOTIMCAMQABgUGIcCGIAEMg0IBBAuGK8BGMcBGIAEMgYIBRBFGDwyBggGEEUYPDIGCAcQRRg80gEHO
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The 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering lifted up ELCA World Hunger as 
its partner. 

They are still collecting donation to meet their project goal! 
CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE AND TO DONATE!  

Make sure to list Hope Lutheran Church as your congregation! 
 

https://elca.org/genzerohunger?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=081524_googleseeds&utm_content=081524+Seeds
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RIVER FALLS COMMUNITY PACKING EVENT  

SEPTEMBER 11-12, 2024!!  

 

HOPE has 2 blocks of time reserved for packing: 

Wednesday, 9/11 from 6-8PM (13 spots for Faith Adventures/Confirmation & adults) 

Thursday, 9/12 from 6-8PM  (10 spots for anyone 5+)  
 

This is a community-wide event where people from across River Falls will 
come together to feed God’s hungry children.  

SIGN UP TO COME WITH HOPE HERE!!!! 

https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2409-180ea-river-falls-wi-river-falls-feed-my-starving-children-community/c569680
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wArFrk6zmgcqkyMGf2R3FGzoLJmOsQSrCIp73iJ_k5I/edit?usp=sharing
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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All are invited to join Pastor Annie for this weekly  
small group conversation and Bible study!  

This is a great chance to grow in relationship  
with God and one another.  

Discussion time includes group check-in, opening meditation, 
and study of the week’s worship texts. 

We meet via Zoom so all can join from wherever you are!  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?

pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09 

CHANGE IN EGG SALES 

Going forward, if you would like to purchase eggs in support of HOPE’s 

Youth Ministry, please contact Karen Rodewald at 715-222-2551.  

You can either pick them up at HOPE or come to our farm at  

249 State Rd 65 River Falls.  

This will ensure the freshest eggs for you! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Joe McIntosh 

Brad Hermann (Friend of Pastor Annie) 

Jerry Sather Family (Brother of Karen Hamilton) 

The Family of Woody Fangmeier (Friends of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Family of Kermit Paulson 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Janet Cudd (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Jeremy Martinson (Brother-in-Law to Elise Forward) 

Family of Teajai Schmidt (relative of the Boocks) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Karen Hamilton 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

John Weller (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Dave and Deb Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Phyllis and Tom Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Joyce Kendall (Mother of Cara Getschel) 

Hannah Forward 

Amanda Olson (daughter of Olive Olson) 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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August Anniversaries

Name Date

Celebrating 

Years

Richard & Carolyn Jackson 2-Aug 63

David & Nancy Peters 26-Aug 63

Jeff & Karen Rodewald 31-Aug 39

Grete & Chad Rehbein 15-Aug 15

Russ & Keri Jiskra 24-Aug 5

Jeremy & Traci Wolfe 12-Aug

Ian & Morgan Porten 12-Aug 2

August Baptisms 

Joseph McIntosh

Kay Montgomery

Betty Lou Oppegard

Camryn Glaubitz

Tanner Heinselman

Cameron Leitch

Ainsley Neuhaus

Alexis Rehbein

Avery Tokheim

Name Date

Mitch Nelson 1-Aug

Verna Tweiten 1-Aug

Samuel Leisz 5-Aug

Morgan Leitch 9-Aug

Amelia Forward 10-Aug

Natalie Leisz 13-Aug

Brynn Leitch 13-Aug

Steve Kaste 18-Aug

Lauren Ziebarth 24-Aug

Angela Bohnert 25-Aug

Paula Klacan 25-Aug

Keith Getschel 26-Aug

Lisa Rydland 29-Aug

Nancy Peters 30-Aug

August Birthdays


