
 
 

HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring 

all people and sharing with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

Sunday, September 1, 2024 
15th Sunday After Pentecost 

 

GATHER 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 
The cravings at war within us 
cause conflicts and disputes. 
In our desire to be first 
we make distinctions among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 
Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God promises to forgive our iniquity 
and to remember our sin no more. 
By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

the source of eternal healing, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Amen. 

 
 

Gathering Hymn           ELW 879 

Please lift up the following people in prayer 



 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  



Kyrie 

 
Hymn of Praise 
 

 



 



Prayer of the Day 
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward 
creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the 
outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

WORD 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 4: 1-2, 6-9 
So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am 
teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the 
land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. You must 
neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything 
from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which 
I am charging you.  
You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, 
will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” For 
what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is 
whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and 
ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?  
But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the 
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all 
the days of your life; make them known to your children and your 
children’s children. 
Word of God, Word of Life 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 15 
Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your 
holy hill?  
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak 
the truth from their heart;  
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.  
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who 
fear the Lord. They have sworn upon their health and do not take 
back their word.  
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes 
against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be 
overthrown. 

Second Reading: James 1: 17-27 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 



or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us 
birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits 
of his creatures.  
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank 
growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted 
word that has the power to save your souls.  
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are 
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at 
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were 
like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will 
be blessed in their doing.  
If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but 
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure 
and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 
Gospel According to Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Glory to you ,O Lord 
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], they noticed that some of his 
disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 
(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they 
do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are 

also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, 



and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why 
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but 
eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly 
about you hypocrites, as it is written,  
‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’  
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”  
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 
you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going 
in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.  
“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come 
from within, and they defile a person.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Message               Pastor Annie 
 
Hymn of the Day          ELW 512 

 
 
Back to School Blessing 



All children, youth, young adults, and teachers returning for another 
school year are invited forward for a special blessing. 
 
Dear God, 
as we get ready to start another year in school, 
we ask your blessing on these backpacks and devices,  
and especially on these children & teachers who wear and carry them. 
As they do the very important work of learning and teaching, 
bless them with: 
eagerness to learn,  
that their world may grow large; 
respect for teachers and students, 
that they may form healthy relationships; 
love for nature, 
that they may become caretakers of your creation; 
happiness when learning is easy 
and stick-to-it-iveness when it is hard; 
faith in Jesus as their best teacher and closest friend. 
We ask that you would protect these, your own children. 
Watch over them and keep them safe 
as they travel to and from school, 
and as they learn and play throughout the day. 
As they learn, help them also to discover 
the different gifts that you have given each one of them 
to be used in your work in the world. 
As they hear the many voices that will fill their days, 
help them to listen most carefully for your voice, 
the one that tells them you will love them always, 
no matter what. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
Song    Jesus Loves Me! 

 
Jesus loves me, this I know 

For the Bible tells me so 
Little ones to Him belong, 

They are weak, but He is strong. 
 

Yes, Jesus Loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me 
The Bible tells me so. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence 
for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 



A brief silence. 
God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and 
belonging. Sustain and build up leaders and lay people as we 
accompany one another in our life with Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you. Where 
the earth cries out in pain, bring wholeness. Guide governments and 
industry, that environmental laws and practices seek to heal and not 
harm. Bring relief and justice to people and places suffering from 
climate catastrophe. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind: rural and 
urban; established and new. Lead those in authority to seek the good 
of all through their words and actions and to mentor others in honest 
and generous ways. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting. Be with all who 
desire relief from chronic and acute illness, cancer, and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. Strengthen health care workers, therapists, and 
caregivers. Tend to those who are close to our hearts. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who 
have fought for workers’ rights around the world. Continue to improve 
working conditions and establish fair wages so that all people may 
thrive. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed. We hold fast 
to the promise that death has been defeated by our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of 
your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

THE MEAL 
 

Offering 
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue. 
Here are ways to share God’s abundance: 
Giving In-Person: Baskets will be passed 
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0


Give by Mobile App: Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android 
devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River 
Falls, WI 54022 
 

 
Offertory Music           ELW 465 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, 
source of every gift of your creation. 
By these gifts and with our lives, 
help us to serve one another and all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Jesus welcomes you to this table. 
Come, here is your God. 
 

 
Lamb of God  

 
 
 
 



 
Communion Hymn     ELW 801 

 
 
Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
Holy God, 
you have welcomed us to this meal 
and fed us with dignity at your table. 
Send us now to welcome others 
and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SEND 

Announcements 
 
Blessing 
God all mighty, 
God most merciful 

☩ bless you, keep you, 

and give you peace. 
Amen 



 
Sending Hymn          ELW 583 

 

 
 
 
Sending 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude    
  



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Looking Ahead at HOPE 
Monday 

September 2nd  
 
Labor Day – Office Closed 

Tuesday 
September 3rd  

11:30 – Congregational Life Ministry Meeting 
7:00 – Communication Ministry Meeting 

Thursday 
September 5th  

9:00 – Strings of Hope Rehearsal 
7:00 – Mission Ministry Meeting 

Friday 
September 6th   

 
All Day – Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday  
September 8th  

 
9:30 – Sunday Service – God’s Work Our Hands 

 
 

 
 

Join us on Sunday, September 8 for our annual  
God’s Work, Our Hands Kick-Off Sunday!  

Congregational Life will be providing a picnic lunch 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please lift up the following people in prayer 
Robb Scott 
John Cain (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

The family of Joyce Kendall (Mother of Cara Getschel) 

Teresa Jonas (Friend of Kay and Bill Montgomery) 

Joe McIntosh 
Brad Hermann (Friend of Pastor Annie) 

Family of Jerry Sather (Brother of Karen Hamilton) 

Woody Fangmeier (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Sharon Paulson and Family 
Marcus Stack (Friend of Karen & Steve Kaste) 

Jan Cudd (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Jeremy Martinson (Brother-in-law to Elise Forward) 

Family of Teajai Schmidt (Relative of the Boocks) 

Jacob Dan and family(Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Karen Hamilton 
Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 
Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 
Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

John Weller (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Dave and Deb Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 
Phyllis and Tom Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 
Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 
Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 
Amanda Olson (daughter of Olive Olson) 
Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 
David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 
Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 
Gary Siebold 
David Hendrickson 



Welcome to 
HOPE Lutheran 

Church. 
If you are new to 
HOPE, welcome!  

It is a blessing to have 
you join us for worship 

this morning!  
 

Leading Us in 
Worship  

 

Presiding Pastor: 
Pastor Annie 

 
Pianist:  

Phil Klacan 
 

Assisting Minister: 
Carl Warren 

 
Reader: 

 
 

Ushers/Greeters: 
 
 

Communion 
Preparation:  

 
 

Communion Asst.: 

McKenna Brill 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 
Karen Brohaugh 

Patti Barker 

 
 

Flowers: 
 

AV Support: 
Ryan Brill 
Don Leisz 

 

HOPE Lutheran Church 
3337 Kingsbarn Avenue 

River Falls, WI  54022 
 
 

Website: 
www.hopelutheranrf.com 

 
 

Office Phone Number: 
715-425-9750 

 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. Annie Ladnier 

hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com 
Cell: 309-781-0509 

 
 

Office Administrator: 
Olive Olson 

hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com 

 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
In Person 
9:30 a.m. 

 
Online:  

http://youtube.com/c/HOPEL
utheranRiverFalls 

9:30 a.m. 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
http://youtube.com/c/HOPELutheranRiverFalls
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